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Christ our Anchor

Sunday Reflection by Fr John Thornhill sm

In each of us there are personal
depths, mysterious depths that others
can know only if we choose to make
them our friends. We should not be
surprised, that in the boundless life of
our God there is a mystery of
overflowing life that is far beyond our
complete comprehension. Yet – and
here we are touching the very heart of
our Christian faith, and its greatness –
this mystery of personal life reaches
out to us, and invites us into its
friendship.
We humans share the mystery of our
personhood with others by expressing
who we are in our interaction with
them. And so it has been with the
divine self-disclosure, or revelation.
From the first, the God of our faith
tradition has reached out to humanity
with an astounding generosity that
was very different from what was
expected from the remote and fearful
gods the peoples of the world had set
up for themselves: Israel’s God was
the champion of the oppressed, a God
whose self-giving was expressed in a
covenant relationship. Our reading
from the Book of Exodus gives a
moving expression to the deep
lessons this covenant relationship
brought to those who were open to a
meeting with the God who had made
them his own: ‘a God of tenderness,
and compassion, slow to anger, and
rich in kindness and faithfulness’.

Great as these lessons were,
however, they were only a prelude
and foreshadowing of the interaction
that would give an ultimate
expression to the personal life of God
– when ‘the Word became flesh, and
we saw the glory that he has as the
only Son of the Father, full of grace
and truth’ (Jn 1:14). Today’s reading
from John’s gospel reiterates this
truth: ‘God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son’. Now the
mystery of God’s generous love has
its full expression. The love of the
Son, as he gives himself ‘that the
world might be saved’, is the
expression of the love of the Father
himself – expressed in this text in an
echo of Abraham’s anguish, when he
was told, ‘Take your son, your only
son; you are to offer him as a burnt
offering’ (Gen 22:2).
In this
expression of divine compassion, the
astounding superabundance of life in
a Trinity of Persons finds expression;
and gives us a sharing in its friendship,
as ‘the love of God is poured into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit which has
been given to us’ (Rom 5:5). (Today’s
gospel reading is noteworthy for its
reference to ‘the world’. Usually, in
John’s gospel, ‘the world’ refers to
humanity’s project when it is
alienated from God [cf. Jn 15:19]; and
God’s love towards the disciples of
Jesus is what is stressed. In this text,
however, ’the world’ too is the object
of God’s saving love.)
Paul’s benediction at the end of his
second letter to the Corinthians is a
remarkable summary of this sharing
in the Trinitarian life. It is God’s
‘Grace’ – the absolutely unmerited
generosity that has shaped all God’s
dealings from the beginning – that
now finds an ultimate expression in all
that ‘the Lord Jesus Christ’ has done.
And what the Saviour has done is the
revelation of ‘the love of God (the
Father)’, a love that gathers us into a
‘fellowship’ that is united in the gifts
of ‘the Holy Spirit’. These words of
the text and its reference to ‘a holy
kiss’ probably echo the liturgies of
Paul’s communities. It is especially in
a faith-filled liturgy that believers
experience their sharing in the
fellowship of the Trinitarian life.
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Entrance Antiphon

Reflection for Young People
By Lisa-Marie Calderone Stewart

Blest be God the Father, and the Only Begotten Son of God,
and also the Holy Spirit, for he has shown us his merciful
love.

The second reading is like a greeting
card from Paul. It is a note of encouragement and love. In Paul’s day they
don’t have ‘smiley faces’ that say,
‘Have a nice day’, but Paul still cares
enough to send the very best. He
sends greetings and blessings in the
name of God as Trinity – our Creator,
our Saviour Jesus, and the Spirit they
share. We share in that holy and divine Spirit whenever we greet and
bless one another.

First Reading
Exodus 34:4-6. 8-9
With the two tablets of stone in his hands, Moses went up
the mountain of Sinai in the early morning as the Lord had
commanded him. And the Lord descended in the form of a
cloud, and Moses stood with him there.
He called on the name of the Lord. The Lord passed before
him and proclaimed, ‘Lord, Lord, a God of tenderness and
compassion, slow to anger, rich in kindness and
faithfulness.’ And Moses bowed down to the ground at once
and worshipped. ‘If I have indeed won your favour, Lord,’ he
said, ‘let my Lord come with us, I beg. True, they are a
headstrong people, but forgive us our faults and our sins,
and adopt us as your heritage.’

Responsorial Psalm

When was the last time you sent someone a greeting card that
your parents didn’t make you send?

When was the last time you received a card that wasn’t a Christmas or birthday card?
Prayer is like a greeting card to God and from God. Greeting cards
do not create love and friendship between people, but they are a
channel so that feelings and thoughts can be shared and expressed more easily.
What feelings and thoughts does God express to you? How do
you know?

(R.) Glory and praise for ever!
1.

You are blest, Lord God of our fathers. (R.)

2.

Blest your glorious holy name. (R.)

3.

You are blest in the temple of your glory. (R.)

4.

You are blest on the throne of your kingdom. (R.)

5.

You are blest who gaze into the depths. (R.)

6.

You are blest in the firmament of heaven. (R.)

Second Reading
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Brothers, we wish you happiness; try to grow perfect; help
one another. Be united; live in peace, and the God of love
and peace will be with you.
Greet one another with the holy kiss. All the saints send you
greetings.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

What feelings and thoughts do you express to God? How do you
do it?

Message from your Parish Priest
It is time to consider what you intend to do for Planned-Giving
for FY 2020-2021 for the maintenance of our Parish church and
facilities. Do consider contributing through direct debit from your
bank account.
We express prayerful condolences to the families of our recently
departed parishioners, Agnes John and Kevin Dear. Please
remember them in your prayers.
Finally, a big Thank You to parishioners who gave time and
assistance with the livestreaming of masses in the past weeks.
Thank you, too, to parishioners for their cooperation in observing
the COVID-19 guidelines when attending mass in church.
With prayers
Father Patrick Lim

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit: to God who is, who was, and who is to come. Alleluia!

Gospel
John 3:16-18
Jesus said to Nicodemus,
‘God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may
have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world not to
condemn the world, but so that through him the world
might be saved. No one who believes in him will be
condemned; but whoever refuses to believe is condemned
already, because he has refused to believe in the name of
God’s only Son.’

Communion Antiphon
Since you are children of God, God has sent into your hearts
the Spirit of his Son, the Spirit who cries out: Abba, Father.

Next Sunday Readings
The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ - Year A
14th June 2020
First Reading: Deutoronomy 8:2-3,14-16
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:16-17
Gospel: John 6:51-58

Manning Parish Youth
Find us on Facebook!
SPX’s Youth are on Facebook! For live
updates on what we’re up to, and what’s
going on around the archdiocese,
come like and follow our page:
https://www.facebook.com/youth.manningparish/

