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Christ our Anchor

Scripture Commentary by Dianne Bergant CSA

The message of Deutero-Isaiah opens with
the exclamation ‘Comfort my people’. The
passage itself seems to be a prophetic
commissioning. The people are directed to
act out their deliverance even before they
see evidence of it. The picture sketched
resembles the carefully repaired highway
over which victorious kings or generals
travelled in triumphant procession on
their return home. There is an element of
universalism here. Not only they, but all
humankind will see the glory of their God.
This wondrous display will be the first
proof that they have finally been delivered
from their suffering. The second directive
is given to the people in Jerusalem itself.
They are to announce that the mighty,
victorious God is coming.

The psalm depicts the people awaiting a
reply to a plea that they must have made
elsewhere. Their confidence that God will
respond rests in the conviction that they
are God's own people; they are faithful
people; they trust in God. There is great
expectancy here. The people have done
what they can to get God's attention. Now
they wait confidently for God's response.
Lovingkindness, truth, justice and peace
are characteristics of a covenantal
relationship. When they meet and
embrace each other, salvation s
complete. The psalmist is confident that

Prepare a
way
for the Lord

God will re-establish the wealth of the
people and that the land once barren and
forsaken will yield an abundant harvest.

The reading from 2 Peter contains three
distinct yet connected themes: the delay in
the return of the Lord; the apocalyptic
dissolution of the world; and the manner
of life that is required of a faithful
Christian. The author of the letter insists
that, despite what seems to many to be a
very long delay, the Day of the Lord will
indeed come. Its timing, like that of a thief
in the night, is unpredictable. Therefore,
Christians should not grow weary of
waiting, nor should they become careless
in their waiting. The destruction described
has a saving purpose. First, apocalyptic
judgment will purge the world of sin, and
then the righteous will dwell within the
new heaven and new earth.

Just as the account of God's creative work
starts, ‘in the beginning’ (Gen 1:1), so
Mark's gospel points to a new beginning
(v.1). By applying the prophetic passage to
John the Baptist, the author bestows
prophetic authority on one who led an
austere life and delivered an exacting
message. Attired like the prophet Elijah
(v.6; see 2 Kgs 1:8), John proclaims a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. The scope and character of the
crowds that he attracts signal the spiritual
hunger of the people. John got the
attention of the crowds, but he quickly
turned it away from himself and toward
Jesus. John's appearance, his message, and
his baptism all heralded the good news of
salvation.

Fr Patrick Lim
Parish Priest
Mobile: 0424 979 187
E: patrick.lim@perthcatholic.org.au

Vinita Rai
Parish Secretary
Office Telephone: 9313 3251
E: secretary.manning@perthcatholic.org.au

Office Hours

Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12 noon

SCHEDULES

Confession
Saturday 5.00 to 5.30pm
Or anytime by appointment

Normal Weekend Masses
Saturday 6.00pm Vigil Mass
Sunday 7.30am, 9.00am Mass
& 11.00am Chinese Mass

Normal Weekday Masses
Monday 8.00am Communion Service
Tuesday to Saturday 8.00am Mass
(Check Parish Calendar for Variations)

Sacrament of Baptism
Saturdays at 10.30am
No Baptism during Lent
Other Time
Negotiable with Father Patrick

Sacrament of Marriage
By appointment with Fr Patrick
At least 6 Months before wedding
Marriage Preparation Course Enrolment
Website: www.cmfs.org.au
Email: enquiries@cmfs.org.au
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Protecting Children in the
Catholic Church

‘ SPX Safeguarding Officers

The role of Safeguarding Officers is to ensure the safety of children,
young people and the vulnerable in the Catholic Church

6pm Vigil Mass - Harry Rai

. 7:30am Mass - Marie Chaperon- 9313 4585
9am Mass - Tina Fernandes 0411 821 065

11am Chinese Mass

Gregory Lo 0435 383 417, Andrew Tai 0435 950 532,
Juliana Tseng 0438 864 689
Email: safeguarding@manningparish.org.au

St Pius X Primary School
Cnr Ley St and Cloister Ave,
Manning WA 6152

«, Phone: (08) 9416 5600

Fax: (08) 9416 5601
admin@stpiusx.wa.edu.au

Web: https://stpiusx.wa.edu.au/

Melissa Vranjes
Principal

Our Motto
At St Pius X Catholic Primary School, the
values lived by Jesus Christ are the
foundation for everything we do




Please support our Sponsors of the Bulletin

Complete car smash
repair services in
your local area

Over 40 years of
experience of car
body repairs and
paint refinishing -
ensuring damaged
vehicles are repaired
to pre-accident
condition

Alfredo Lombardi
Managing Director

4 Cohn St Carlisle 6101

T:(08) 9470 2822

F: (08) 9472 2599

E: bgpanel@westnet.com.au
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splumbing
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS CALL

0411 546 108

SAME DAY SERVICE
We strive to complete all jobs
within 24 hours of contact

www.affencing.com.air
Cover all aspects of fencin

/e";ét companion fﬂﬁ P4 yowr printing reeds

Offer a diverse range of digital printing and signage
services in all areas such as vehicle graphics, digital
printing, wall signs, metal fabricated frames, glass window
stickers, banners, vinyl cutting and much more

Office address: 135A Canning Highway, South Perth, WA 6151
T: 08 6142 7675 M: 0435 720 336
E: sales@dsignandprintideas.com W: www.dsignandprintideas.com

PJ Tiling WA

ABN 25791678904
pitilingd2@gmail.com

0467 234 098

0420 266 599
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Gents $25 Pensioners $22 Ladies from $35
Telephone: 6111 8321
Shop 2A, 18 Welwyn Ave Manning 6152
Mon - Fri 9.00 am-6.00pm
Sat 9.00am-5.00pm

Sunday & public holidays Closed
Mention this Advertisement for a discount when you visit

Advertising
$200 + GST
Financial Year
This Space is vacant

Advertising
$200 + GST
Financial Year
This Space is vacant

Suite 2 & 3, 2 Downey Drive, Como 6152
Email: contact@jcdental.com.au
Website: www.jcdental.com.au

Ph: (08) 9106 9195
Text/ Whatsapp: 0433 851 655

OFFICE BUSINESS ON

Office National

Kim Fancote - 0439 945 061
kim@officebusiness.net
www.officebusiness.net

20+ Years family owned Office Stationery
Furniture, Canteen, Kitchen supplies
All Computer consumables

Mention this ad for a 10% discount
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DISCOVER THE RAREST YELLOW
DIAMONDS IN THE WORLD

Ph: +61 (8) 6507 4853
E: info@milleniumkapital.com
W: milleniumkapital.com
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We buy & sell quallty new & used vehicles
Family Owned and Operated Business
We Want Your Car!

Call Michael — 0418954288

LICENCE No. MD21631

jbento.com.au

21-23 Queens Road
Mount Pleasant
WA 6153

© f

Senior Strength & Balance Class

Osteoporosis and Falls Prevention
Group exercise classes Manning Parish Hall
9.00 to 10.00am every Thursday
10-week program for $85 or $10/class PAYG

Targeted for over 65's: all levels & abilities.

HEALTH REBATES MAY APPLY!
Contact Jessica on 0432 806 782

Advertising
$200 + GST
Financial Year
This Space is vacant

Advertising
$200 + GST
Financial Year
This Space is vacant
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Accounting + Taxation

Appointments available by phone, zoom or in person

Harsha Kandemulla
Chartered Accountant and Tax Advisor

Tel: 08 9477 5826 Mobile: 0402 491 040
Email: harsha.k@hkdilan.com.au
Website: https://hkdilan.com.au/

Unit 7, 226 Fulham Street Cloverdale WA 6105

mary’s
meals

Change the lives of
hungry children all
over the world

Find out more at:
SR SRR RIR TGN B marysmeals.org.au

to world hunger




ROSTER Weekend of 9/10 Dec Weekend of 16/17Dec
Special Ministers Sat 6.00pm | Krystyna Henderson Krystyna Henderson
Sun 7.30am | Marilyn Lamplugh Marilyn Lamplugh
Sun 9.00am | Mary Webster Mary Webster
Readers Sat 6.00pm | Carmen de Sousa Barbara Thompson
Sun 7.30am | Carol Nicklette Pauline Joseph
Sun 9.00am | Giselle Shankar Shirley Whitfield
Counters | H & F Tay Kas Luczak, G Shankar
Parish Calendar
Dec Tue 12 8.00am | Mass (2nd week of Advent weekday Cycle 2) Church
Wed 13 8.00am | Mass (2nd week of Advent weekday Cycle 2) Church
Thu 14 8.00am | Mass (2nd week of Advent weekday Cycle 2) Church
Fri 15 8.00am | Mass (2nd week of Advent weekday Cycle 2) Church ‘
Sat 16 6.00pm | Vigil Mass (3rd Sunday of Advent Year B) Church Chris;rrl:]zsla|Ztniﬁn;?]r-?-fl]l:r:zgav;li!llzlbggcuermber
Sun 17 7.30am | Sunday Mass (3rd Sunday of Advent Year B) Church 12.000 2.00pm

9.00am Sunday Mass (3rd Sunday of Advent Year B) Church coming on the list in the Foyer so that we

Please put your Name, Contact and Total

11.00am | Sunday (3rd Sunday of Advent Year B) Church

can prepare enough food for all.
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Line Dancing Classes

Mondays and Wednesdays
10am - 12noon $6 per session
All proceeds go to the Parish
This is a community building initiative to
keep you fit and active with the help of
Francis and Hellen Tay
All are welcome; no age limits

Tai Chi Group

Mondays in Parish Hall except holidays
Starts 7:30pm and finishes at 8:30pm
All parishioners are most welcome
For more information, please contact or
text Maurice on 0408 782 224
or Stephen on 0403 167 838

Important Notice VOLUNTEERS 2024
We would like to inform parishioners that COUNTING ROSTER

our Monday Communion Service is

Counters are urgently required to assist
with the weekly collections. Please place
your name and contact details on the form
located in the church foyer.

suspended for December and January and
Saturday 8.00am Mass is cancelled until
further notice

) Alternatively you can contact Terry

2023 Chrisimas Massos Scanlan on 0439972583 or

24 December 2023 tscanlan1240@gmail.com
7.00pm Family Mass for further details.

9.00pm Vigil Mass
Parishioners can also assist by making

donations via direct payment EFT to the
1st and 2nd collection bank accounts.

25 December 2023
9.00am Morning Mass

Please join us next Sunday at

Divine Mercy
Sunday

Exposition of the Most

Blessed Sacrament, Divine
Mercy prayers, Rosary and

Benediction every 3rd

Sunday of the month at 3pm.

3.00pm.

Gardening & General Maintenance of Garden

Two of the church volunteers have reached retirement age
and we are looking for volunteers to take over maintenance of <,
the grounds and gardens. .
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It has been suggested that two mini working bees be (1) e 1

conducted each month. One on the first and one on the third
Saturday. If any parishioner is available on either of these two m : ®
days each month, please place your name on the list in the , ’

foyer. Ideally, we would wish to see five or six volunteers on
each of the two Saturdays.

Tasks include but not limited to-

e Maintaining gardens, removing all weeds and dead material - dead heading plants

e Spraying weeds in all paved areas, car park, footpath and kerbing with glysophate or
something similar.

e Treating areas of ant infestation in all paved areas, car park, footpath and kerbing
with Antex or something similar.

e Collecting and disposing of any rubbish, leaves etc on grounds

e Sweeping all paved areas and car park perimeter

e Watering pot plants in church and columbarium

It is realized that many of our parishioners have busy lives and a number of

commitments, but we are asking for only a few hours of your time each year to maintain

the grounds of your church.




First Reading
Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11

‘Console my people, console them says your God. ‘Speak to the
heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her time of service is
ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has received from the
hand of the Lord double punishment for all her crimes.’

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. Make
a straight highway for our God across the desert. Let every valley
be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, let every cliff
become a plain, and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it; for the mouth of the
Lord has spoken.’

Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion. Shout with a
loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say
to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God.” Here is the Lord coming
with power, his arm subduing all things to him. The prize of his
victory is with him, his trophies all go before him. He is like a
shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding
them against his breast and leading to their rest the mother ewes.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8

(R.) Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

1. | will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. (R.)

3. The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)

Second Reading
2 Peter 3:8-14

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that
with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand years, and a thousand
years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to carry out his
promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he is being
patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to
be brought to change his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like
a thief, and then with a roar the sky will vanish, the elements will
catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be
burnt up.

Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living
holy and saintly lives while you wait and long for the Day of God
to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and the elements
melt in the heat. What we are waiting for is what he promised:
the new heavens and new earth, the place where righteousness
will be at home. So then, my friends, while you are waiting, do
your best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will find you
at peace.

Gospel Acclamation
Luke 3:4. 6

Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his
paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia!

Gospel

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. It is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah:

Look, | am going to send my messenger before you; he will

prepare your way. A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way
for the Lord, make his paths straight,

and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
All Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to him,
and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they
confessed their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he
lived on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he
said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful
than | am, and | am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of
his sandals. | have baptised you with water, but he will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit.’

Reflection for Young People
By Lisa Marie Calderone-Stewart

Waiting for Christmas is hard. It is hard to wait for anything. But it
is especially frustrating to wait for something when you don’t
know how long it will take or what is holding it up — for example,
driving along on a busy highway and coming upon a traffic jam
that cannot be explained. As far as you can see there is no
accident, no construction, no reason for all four lanes to be at a
standstill. But if you have been in such a situation long enough,
you might have seen what sometimes happens. Sooner or later
people start trickling out of their cars to talk to one another. They
start getting acquainted and cracking jokes. Suddenly the waiting
doesn’t seem like such torture. Why? Because people begin to
comfort one another.

How does attitude affect waiting and even pain? How does
comfort affect attitude?

When have you been comforted by a friend or a family member?
What words helped? What actions helped? What did he or she try
to do for you? Have you ever been able to be of comfort to
another? What have you done or said? What happened?

Next Sunday Readings
16/17 December 2023
Third Sunday of Advent Year B
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11
Second Reading: Luke 1:46-50, 53-54
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28

CHILDREN'S CORNER

John the Baptist told people they must be
sorry for the things they had done wrong
0 they could be ready to meet Jesus.
Draw a picture of something you can do

to be ready for Jesus during this /

second week of Advent.
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