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The Galilean ministry of Jesus has ended in
rejection. In today’s gospel reading Jesus
begins to give his whole attention to
preparing his disciples for the final
rejection that awaits him in Jerusalem — a
rejection God will transform into a victory
over all evil in the Saviour’s Paschal
Mystery. The first reading, from the Book
of Wisdom vividly anticipates what lies
ahead for Jesus. In fact, it is describing the
selfishness and foolishness good people
have to contend with in every age. The
existence of real and pervasive evil
presents a challenge to Christian faith. The
freedom and responsibility that are the
hallmarks of our human dignity will often
be abused and obstruct the purposes of
God. How is God to make creation a final
masterpiece, by turning all things to good
in the end?

There is something truly prophetic in the
reading from Wisdom, because it echoes
the Songs in the Book of Isaiah concerning
God’s Servant: ‘the punishment reconciling
us fell on him, and we have been healed
by his bruises’ (Is 53:5). These Songs were
quoted by Jesus in the synagogue in
Nazareth (Lk 4:18-19). No doubt they were
of great importance to him as his mission
unfolded. God’s designs have been
patiently prepared. Evil is a problem for all
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of us: we have to contend with disruptive
forces — within ourselves, in our dealings
with others, in the wide world in which we
live. Like the disciples Jesus is instructing ,
we are still learning how to cope. Those
whom Jesus wants to be the bearers of
the Good News of God’s ways are still lost
in their self-centred ambitions. It is a
situation that is so typical of our human
experience. It leads Jesus to give the
disciples a lesson that is at once radical
and simple: ‘Anyone who wants to be first
must become last of all and servant of all’.
Perhaps we have here another echo of the
Servant Songs that have been mentioned
— Jesus himself will be our example in the
living out of this truth. Great teacher that
he is, Jesus goes on to give the disciples an
object lesson - receive those who have
nothing to give you in return, like this child
| am embracing, he tells them, and you
will be true disciples of mine and dear to
my Father.

James’ letter, as we have said, reflects the
ideals of a Jewish community of Christian
faith. Their spirituality has its roots in the
Wisdom Literature of the Old Testament
and its call to live in harmony with God’s
ways. Today’s reading shows how well
these first Christians have learned the
lesson Jesus was teaching the apostles on
their way to Jerusalem. We are all
challenged to look into our own lives as
James names those things that belong to a
world shaped by selfishness: ‘jealousy and
ambition’, ‘disharmony’, ‘battles between
yourselves’, unrealistic desires ‘so that you
fight to get your way by force’. It is all too
familiar. How much more authentic and
attractive is the alternative, shaped by
God’s ways — ‘the wisdom that comes

from above’ — bringing ‘peace’,
‘compassion’ and generosity, fairness and
straightforwardness. And  James’

characteristic practicality helps us to relate
to this ideal as something within our
reach: we must ‘pray properly’, not
seeking through our prayer ‘to indulge our
own desires’, but finding the joy that
comes from identifying with the ways of
God, after the example of Jesus.
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ROSTER Weekend 18/19 Sept Weekend of 25/26 Sept

Special Ministers | Sat 6.00pm | Suspended temporarily Suspended temporarily
Sun 7.30am | Suspended temporarily Suspended temporarily
Sun 9.00am | Suspended temporarily Suspended temporarily
Readers | Sat 6.00pm | Carlos Sivalingam Krystyna Henderson
Sun 7.30am | S Hooper Pauline Joseph
Sun 9.00am | Ron Fris Antonia Chandra
Altar Servers | Sat 6.00pm | Volunteers Volunteers
Sun 9.00am | Volunteers Volunteers
Counters | Colleen & Pat Lowry Joanne Agar, Arthur Moy
2021 Sacraments
Sept Mon 20 8.00am | Communion Service (Week 25 in Ordinary time) Church Parents, if your child/children are
attending State Schools you need to enrol
Tue21 8.00am | Mass (St Matthew) Church for the Sacramental programs. Please
Wed 22 8.00am | Mass (Week 25 in Ordinary time) Church contact the parish office for an Enrolment
Form or visit our website to get one -
Thu 23 8.00am | Mass (St Pius of Pietrelcina) Church manningparish.org.au/sacraments
Fri 24 8.00am | Mass (Week 25 in Ordinary time) Church First Reconciliation
Sat 25 8.00am | Mass (Week 25 in Ordinary time) Church Saturday, 30 October 2021
5.00-5.30pm | Confession - Church
6.00pm | Vigil Mass (Week 26 in Ordinary time) Church Finance Committee
Sun 26 7.30am | Sunday Mass (Week 26 in Ordinary time) Church We require the services of two volunteers

9.00am | Sunday Mass (Week 26 in Ordinary time) Church to join our Finance Committee.

Experience in Book Keeping, quarterly

11.00am | Chinese Mass (Week 26 in Ordinary time) Church reports, BAS, etc. is required.
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Line Dancing Classes Thursd Conth on 0407 380 809
Mondays 10am - 12noon G\ g ursaay
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$5 per session 9 ; 12 to 2pm .
All proceeds go to Manning Parish ( @ ) St Pius X School
This is a community building initiative to c==m>>) |fyouareinterested St Pius X School are currently interviewing
keep you fit and active with the help of please put your name for positions in Kindy 2023.
Francis & Hellen Tay g > Zies and contact details on
All are welcome; no age limits! p— L _ \ the list provided in the If you have a child that is due to
K em'ze;%:"- foyer commence Kindy in this year please
ﬁ /z S contact the school office 9416 5600 to
2 4 P unCheen _ Thanks arrange an interview.
r F Social Committee
ﬂ A ﬁ Parish Fund Raiser
Divine Mercy Hour 500ml Hand Sanitiser with 70%
Tai Chi Group Alcohol & Aloe Vera
Mondays in Parish Hall except holidays Expositi.on of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 1 x Bottle for $2-00; 3 x Bottles for $5-00;
Starts 7:30pm and finishes at 8:30pm Divine Mercy prayers, Rosary and Box 30 for $50-00
All parishioners are most welcome. Benediction evetrz tT;d Sunday of the Please let as many of your friends and
; : month at Spm. family k bout this great promotion.
For more information, please contact or - . amily know a g p
text Maurice on 0208 782 224 Please join us this Sunday at 3 pm. You can collect after Mass or contact the
office for pickup
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‘ The Safeguarding Office is offering Church Worker (volunteers) Training at the Manning
\«‘ Parish Hall on Saturday 16 October 10-12noon. The online registration form has already

CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE

" B S been updated with this information. Any parishioner who plays any role in the parish or
OPEN DAY . g‘;{agumﬁ,\; " any parishioner who is interested to know more, is to register online
Sedurdngy 15 Voverber, 1em. - at http://safeguarding.perthcatholic.org.au/training-calendar-church-workers/
7 ‘ Or call 9221 7762
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First Reading
Wisdom 2:12, 17-20
The godless say to themselves,

‘Let us lie in wait for the virtuous man, since he annoys us and
opposes our way of life, reproaches us for our breaches of the law
and accuses us of playing false to our upbringing. Let us see if
what he says is true, let us observe what kind of end he himself
will have. If the virtuous man is God's son, God will take his part
and rescue him from the clutches of his enemies. Let us test him
with cruelty and with torture, and thus explore this gentleness of
his and put his endurance to the proof. Let us condemn him to a
shameful death since he will be looked after — we have his word
for it.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 53:3-6. 8. R. v.6

(R.) The Lord upholds my life.

1. O God, save me by your name;
by your power, uphold my cause.
O God, hear my prayers;
listen to the words of my mouth. (R.)

2. For proud men have risen against me,
ruthless men seek my life.
They have no regard for God. (R.)

3. But | have God for my help.
The Lord upholds my life.
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart
and praise your name for it is good. (R.)

Second Reading
James 3:16 — 4:3

Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find disharmony,
and wicked things of every kind being done; whereas the wisdom
that comes down from above is essentially something pure; it also
makes for peace, and is kindly and considerate; it is full of
compassion and shows itself by doing good; nor is there any trace
of partiality or hypocrisy in it. Peacemakers, when they work for
peace, sow the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness.

Where do these wars and battles between yourselves first start?
Isn’t it precisely in the desires fighting inside your own selves? You
want something and you haven’t got it; so you are prepared to
kill. You have an ambition that you cannot satisfy; so you fight to
get your way by force. Why you don’t have what you want is
because you don’t pray for it; when you do pray and don’t get it, it
is because you have not prayed properly, you have prayed for
something to indulge your own desires.

Gospel Acclamation
Thessalonians2:14

Alleluia, alleluia! God has called us with the gospel to share in the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!

Gospel

Mark 9:30-37

After leaving the mountain Jesus and his disciples made their way
through Galilee; and he did not want anyone to know, because he
was instructing his disciples; he was telling them, ‘The Son of Man
will be delivered into the hands of men; they will put him to
death; and three days after he has been put to death he will rise
again.” But they did not understand what he said and were afraid
to ask him.

They came to Capernaum, and when he was in the house he asked
them, ‘What were you arguing about on the road?’ They said
nothing because they had been arguing which of them was the
greatest. So he sat down, called the Twelve to him and said, ‘If
anyone wants to be first, he must make himself last of all and
servant of all.” He then took a little child, set him in front of them,
put his arms round him, and said to them, ‘Anyone who welcomes
one of these little children in my name, welcomes me; and anyone
who welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’

Reflection for Young People

By Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart

You often see them at football or cricket or basketball games —
the giant hands with the index finger pointing up, and the rest of
the fingers curled together. They usually say ‘number one’.

Jesus says if we focus on being number one, then we certainly are
not number one. If we try to say we are the best, or the most
important, or the greatest, then we truly are not. If we do our
best to not brag but to serve everyone else’s needs and to build
up everyone else’s confidence, that is the way to true stardom.
How hard is it to be that way when the culture urges us to be
number one? How would Jesus handle it if he were a teenager at
your school this year? Can you follow his example? How? Why or
why not?

Many teenagers report that they have more fun being members
of social sporting teams than they do on a school or college team.
They play more often, receive less criticism, and are under less
pressure that way.

How is that preference related to the message of this Gospel?

If the goal is to always win and be the number one team, then
most players fail, because there can only be one number one
team in whatever sport, league or district you participate in; only
one team can win. Everyone else loses. But if your goal is to learn,
to put in the best possible effort, to improve and to have fun,
then everyone can succeed; everyone wins. The score doesn’t
matter. No one loses.

How is this philosophy of sports related to the Gospel message?

Could this philosophy of sports ever work in the professional
area? Why or why not? In the high school area? Why or why not?
In the college area? Why or why not?

Where does money enter into the picture? How is money
connected to the current philosophy of sports? What would Jesus
say about this connection?

Next Sunday Readings
26 September 2021
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary time Year B
First Reading: Numbers 11:25-29
Second Reading: James 5:1-6
Gospel: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

CHILDREN'S CORNER

How can you be of service to others? Complete the following statements with words or pictures.,

f | can serve my \

friends by...

(I can serve people In\
my community by...

(I can serve members\
of my family by...

Manning Parish Youth

Quest Youth Ministry
Guiding our youth on a Quest to know, love
and serve the Lord.

The youth ministry for the parish is open to
youth aged in High School or University, and
meet every second Saturday after mass.
Get in touch with us by finding us online at
https://www.facebook.com/youth.manningparish/

QUEST YOUTH
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